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Five Candles on the Cake: 
The Catholic Lending Library of Hartford 


By REVEREND ANDREW J. KELLY, Founder 








For several years we have been request- 
ing of Father Kelly an article on his 
Catholic Lending Library, the catalog of 
which was reviewed in December, 1938, 
page 114. 

Last month the Catholic Lending Li- 
brary celebrated its Fifth Anniversary and 
on that occasion the Hartford Daily Cour- 
ant devoted a half page to an interview 
describing its origin and history. Father 
Kelly sent the clipping and suggested that 
we reprint the interview in place of a 
personally prepared article which he finds 
impossible to accomplish at short notice. 
Therefore, we are printing the newspaper 
account and we hope that Father Kelly 
will supplement it in the future with a 
detailed description of the technical pro- 
cesses employed in cataloging, classify- 
ing, and, in particular, with selling the 
idea to the Catholic public. 

One of the pioneer and largest institu- 
tions of its kind in the country, the Cath- 
olic Lending Library of Hartford marked 
its fifth anniversary in February. 

While the library still occupies its 
founding site at 138 Market Street, adja- 
cent to St. Anthony’s Rectory and the 
residence of Reverend Andrew J. Kelly, 
so instrumental in its establishment and 
growth, it has now overflowed its original 
first floor quarters, and is spreading its 
shelves through the second story. 

Its development is well summed up in 
a few fundamental figures. In 1936, the 
library had 200 paid memberships and an 


annual circulation of 4000. Today there 
are 300 paid memberships, 500 more 
daily borrowers, and an annual circula- 
tion of 10,000. In addition, it sells some 
1000 volumes during the course of the 
year. Originally there were 175 books as 
the library nucleus. Today some 3250 
volumes are on its shelves. 

As for the scope of its offering, readers 
may secure books ranging from the latest 
mystery stories to the mystical writings of 
St. John of the Cross. 

But it might be well to go back to the 
beginnings. Most fundamentally, the 
Catholic Lending Library of Hartford is 
an outgrowth of Catholic Action. The 
slogan of this movement has insisted that 
“Catholic Action presupposes an in- 
formed Catholic laity”. The relation be- 
tween this precept and the idea of a 
Catholic lending library is of course 
patent. 

In speaking about the Hartford Cath- 
olic Lending Library, Father Kelly said: 

“Our prime purpose was to make avail- 
able the Catholic point of view as shown 
by Catholic literature.” 

To this end, plans were laid for the 
library for almost a year in advance of 
the time when the first books were 
bought. It drew its first members from a 
discussion club which had met during 
the preceding two winters, and which 
had requested the formation of a library, 
the need of which was revealed for the 
study of church history and doctrine. 
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There were no special funds available 
for launching the project—and even to- 
day the library is self-supporting through 
memberships, circulation fees and dona- 
tions. Instead, some 200 members paid 
their $2 and $5 dues in advance, and out 
of the sum total, about 175 books were 
purchased, after lengthy scanning of book- 
sellers’ catalogues. Donations of books 
were not accepted at that time, in order 
that the library might start entirely free 
of any purely personal outside shaping. 
Even now, only hard-to-get books are ac- 
cepted as donations. 

The building next to St. Anthony’s 
Rectory was fitted with enough shelves 
to hold the forthcoming volumes and a 
margin more, and on February 1, 1936, 
with the approval of the Most Reverend 
Maurice F. McAuliffe, bishop of the Hart- 
ford diocese, the doors were opened on 
what was then the first Catholic lending 
library in the state, and one of the first 
in the country. 

The library‘s policy, then as now, has 
been directed by the “three legitimate 
ends of all reading, recreation, inspira- 
tion and information,” Father Kelly said. 

At the outset, an attempt was made to 
offer its readers the best in current litera- 
ture, fiction and non-fiction; then of mak- 
ing available any knowledge concerning 
the faith of the Church, or its stand on 
present day questions. Negatively, the 
library rejected all books in which the 
theme or treatment might undermine 
morality. 

At first it had been thought to keep 
the library primarily a source of popular 
literature. Widely advertised books of 
general appeal were put on the shelves, 
and out in circulation. 

“But we soon discovered that with 
popular literature as a starter, the library 


users rapidly demanded something more 
substantial. This has been one of the 
most surprising and consoling things 
about the Catholic Lending Library of 
Hartford,” Reverend Joseph L. Kinney of 
St. Patrick’s, treasurer of the library, said, 

The first steps in expansion were in a 
horizontal direction, spreading out across 
the fields of history, biography, philosophy 
and the social sciences. 

“Thus at first we assembled a thin 
spread of books over what we and our 
readers regarded as the subjects most in 
demand,” Father Kelly declared. “Now 
our problem is to expand our subjects 
vertically, building them high and deep. 
While at the outset we were inclined to 
stress recreation, perhaps, now we are 
filing back for reference and research. 

“What we have always hoped to do is 
to corral all the reading of our patrons. 
We don’t pretend to spoon-feed or guide 
them too much. As a matter of fact, 
however, we don’t have to, as we find the 
more they get acquainted with the li 
brary, the more they tend toward the 
more serious books. 


“This happy turn of affairs has altered 
our policy radically. We are no longer 
concerned whether our books are ‘popu- 
lar’ at the moment. While once we hesi- 
tated to put in a book that was not being 
widely boomed or pushed, now we pick 
what we think are the books of lasting 
value. For every popular book we put 
in one of the more substantial. We now 
realize that the latter will be the back- 
bone of the library when people get more 
and more down to brass tacks. 

“Right now we are interested in what 
the library’s directors twenty-five years 
hence will think of our work. We look 
forward to a library that will be helpful 
to an area much larger than this city, and 
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we are trying to lay lasting foundations 
for it today.” 

At the moment, the library’s 3256 
books are almost evenly divided between 
Catholic and general literature, and fic- 
tion and non-fiction. In the latter cate- 
gory, particular attention has been given 
to the departments of history, biography, 
the social sciences and philosophy. Rap- 
idly building are the departments of early 
American church history, and the history 
of the Oriental church. While the origi- 
nal policy was to offer books only by 
Catholic authors, this has been broadened 
to include volumes by writers sympathetic 
to the Catholic viewpoint in general. 

Right now the library stocks only a few 
periodicals, due to a lack of space. More 
magazines will be added as time goes on, 
however. Other hoped for departments 
would include one devoted to works in 
foreign languages. 

The library is especially interested in 
the book needs of children, and is start- 
ing in a small way to make more volumes 
and subjects available to junior and high 
school students, especially those directly 
connected with their assignments in class 
and home study. Pupils may rent the 
books at special rates. 

Study clubs are making more and more 
use of the library, Father Kelly said. Prac- 
tically all such groups in the various par- 
ishes are directing their programs of read- 
ing according to what is available for 
them at the library. Books are borrowed 
all over the state by mail. 

Among the “dreams, hopes and ambi- 
tions” of the library, Father Kelly lists the 
need of professional cataloguing of the 
books, and a professional technician to 
work full time. The present personnel 
includes Miss Lucy Sullivan of Trinity 
College, and Miss Martha Johnson of St. 


Joseph’s, librarians, together with volun- 
teer workers who do cataloguing, and 
similar work. 

One of the most important contribu- 
tions of the library has been the aid it 
has been able to extend to other Catholic 
libraries of a similar nature throughout 
the state and the country at large. Last 
year there were 300 of these, but by now 
the number “has probably tripled,” Father 
Kelly said. Two of these are in Connec- 
ticut, at Waterbury and at New London. 
In addition the library has helped the 
public institutions at Torrington, Bristol 
and Danbury install special shelves of 
Catholic literature. 

The growth of the country’s Catholic 
libraries has been independent, and 
Father Kelly hopes that they may ulti- 
mately be organized into some sort of 
national conference for pooling informa- 
tion and the fruits of experience, for mu- 
tual benefits. Father Kelly believes that 
the matter may come up before the Arch- 
confraternity of Christian Doctrine and 
the Catholic Library Association. 


Also part of the program of the library 
are the weekly soirées on Fridays, with a 
tea for members and their friends, fol- 
lowed by discussion of new books. The 
library also is responsible for two columns 
of space in The Catholic Transcript, 
where writers and “commentators” may 
find a rostrum. This department has 
been maintained for four years. 

Father Kelly also sees the general Cath- 
olic library movement as an encourage- 
ment to Catholic publication. The Hart- 
ford library sells about a thousand vol- 
umes a year. Should there be some seven 
or eight hundred such libraries over the 
country, this would provide a sizeable 
outlet for Catholic booksales. In the past 
runs for Catholic books have frequently 
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averaged 2000 copies. The greatly in- 
creased outlet would thus encourage ex- 
panded publication and this would stimu- 
late the very Catholic writing itself. More- 
over, Father Kelly points out, the short 
runs of the past have made many Cath- 
olic works scarce and frequently lost to 
libraries trying subsequently to collect 
them. 


On September 12, 1939, the Catholic 
Lending Library of Hartford incorpor- 
ated, following a rather amusing dis- 
covery. Calling upon a lawyer for other 
purposes, Father Kelly mentioned the li- 
brary and the attorney inquired who 
owned it. Neither priest nor lawyer 
could discover the answer. It just existed 
and was supported by its members. In 
order to give it legal safeguard, the in- 
stitution was incorporated. Bishop Mc- 
Auliffe became its president, Father Kelly 
its director. 


The incorporators were and are Father 
Kinney, Dr. Robert H. Mahoney, and 
Dr. Alba I. Zizzamia. 


Among the fruits of incorporation, 
tangible and intangible, is the fact that 
the library will become part of diocesan 
affairs and revert to the diocese in case 
of dissolution of the present set-up. It 
also places the library under the direct 
supervision of the bishop, whose former 
connection with it was unofficial. 


In addition, being incorporated “to en- 
courage art and truth”, the library can 
show the best examples of Catholic fine 
and decorative arts, as well as pursue 
literature. Already the library has on 
show examples of “Catholic modern art” 
as well as the more traditional expres- 
sions. Also, the library will be able to 
establish branches, which it could not do 
previously. 
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“The Hartford Catholic Lending Li- 
brary is a communal project,” Father 
Kinney said in summing it up. “It de 
pends for its existence on the cooperation 
of the community, on its users. It is not 
a personal avocation—we wish to see it 
as an institution.” 

“We have progressed beyond our initial 
expectations,” Father Kelly said. “We 
have survived two floods, a fire and a 
window not accidentally broken. We are 
looking forward now to what twenty-five 
years can bring in the development of a 
library.” 


APPENDIX. DESCRIPTION OF THE 
COVERING PROCESS 


Since the above article was set in type 
we received this description of the pro- 
cess by which the book jackets are covered 
with cellophane. Any circulating library 
or a school library maintaining a “rental 
shelf” will find the description invaluable. 

All books in the circulating library are 
cellophane-covered. This serves the 
double purpose of prolonging their life 
and making use of their colorful jackets 
to advertise the contents. Since modern 
publishers have developed eye-appeal to 
such a degree it seems like good sense to 
capitalize on their provision. 

For covering we use “Lumarith”, a 
trade product of the Celluloid Corpora- 
tion, 10 East 40th Street, New York. It 
is superior to some grades of cellophane 
in its fire resisting quality. It is made in 
sheets, 20 by 50 inches, and may be or- 
dered in the full sheet, or cut to sizes to 
fit the run of books. One of our orders 
would read: “100 sheets (20 by 50), cut 
as follows: 40 sheets cut 7 by 20 inches; 
40 sheets cut 8 by 20 inches; and 20 sheets 


84 by 20.” 
(Concluded on page 182) 














The Negro Reads 


By CATHERINE DE HUECK, 


Blessed Martin de Porres Library, New York City 








Even the smallest library acquires du- 
plicate magazines and books or discards 
items from it shelves. Why not put these 
items to a second use by sending them to 
the De Porres Catholic Lending Library? 
—The Editor. 


The door opens, letting a blast of cold 
air into the warm room; with it enters a 
young Negro and approaching the desk, 
asks in a cultured voice, for the Pope’s 
encyclicals on labor. He heard them 
quoted, he explains, the night before at a 
labor meeting, it was the first time that 
this has happened. He was not a Cath- 
olic, but they had intrigued him—could 
he get a copy of them here? 


He could, and did. Moreover he was 
shown the Catholic labor, economic and 
ethics shelves, as well as the long row of 
magazines and pamphlets on the subject 
of interest to him. We explained that 
he could join the Library for a fee of 
twenty-five cents a year, which would 
entitle him to a book a week. Gladly he 
did so, and we left him sitting at a big 
table, surrounded by a pile of various 
books and magazines happily discovering 
a new world of thought. 


Before we even had time to return to 
our desk, an old colored lady walked in 
and wanted to know if we had a small 
book, with large print, on St. Anthony. 
A little search revealed one and she went 
off, murmuring her thanks. 





An hour later a group of high school 
youngsters came in noisily bringing with 
them gaiety and laughter. They wanted 
a book—“About the Catholic Faith”. For 
one of them, could we imagine it, had 
never even heard of the Saints and did 
not know a thing about the Blessed 
Mother. Such a shame, she really should 
be told, they affirmed vigorously . . . we 
agreed and produced a book. Soon from 
their corner could be heard a medley of 
explanations, denials and giggles. Once 
in a while we would straighten to the 
best of our ability some theological and 
seemingly involved argument. 

Thus from ten a. m. to ten p. m. the 
De Porres Catholic Lending Library, situ- 
ated at 34 West 135th Street in the very 
heart of Harlem, opens its hospitable 
doors to a never-ending stream of people 
—all colored, who come to it in search of 
knowledge, help, comfort and recreation. 

It is a pleasant place. Before Blessed 
Martin De Porres made it his own, it was 
a cold bleak Home Relief office, which 
used to attract the attention of the whole 
neighborhood, by its grimy windows, its 
long, patient line of tired men and 
women, forever, it seemed, waiting before 
its dirty, unpainted door. 

Now the door is painted a nice, royal 
blue, as is the whole front of the store, 
in honor of the Blessed Mother, of course! 
The big fourteen foot window is shiny 
and full of plants, amongst which stand 
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gay pamphlets, telling so many interest- 
ing things to the passer-by, answering by 
their very titles, thousands of questions. 
In the center of the window there is a 
special display changed every month. 
Just now it is on Lent. For the last seven 
months it showed to the public, each of 
the seven sacraments of the Church, thus 
silently preaching a sermon on the true 
Faith. 

The floor of the library is painted brick 
red over tiles and only St. Martha knows 
of the work it has been to get them ready 
to receive that coat of paint! Weeks of 
scraping off the cement that covered them 
in ugly patches; days of scouring and 
scrubbing—but at last it was done! And 
now it adds a gay and cozy note to the 
whole place by its warm color—the same 
note is being repeated by the multi- 
colored books that line the shelves on 
both sides of the room, reaching almost 
to the celing, for there are three thou- 
sand of them. 

Dividing the library in two parts is a 
low partition so that it serves as a maga- 
zine rack. Here The Catholic World, 
America, The Commonweal, The Rural 
Life, The Catholic Worker, The Inter- 
racial Review, The Thomist, The Atlan- 
tic Monthly and Social Action, rub 
shoulders with many missionary and 
British Catholic magazines and news- 
papers. 

Behind the partition another space is 
thus made to accommodate study clubs. 
A miniature altar helps the one on lit- 
urgy, in a corner an electrical plate and 
shelves filled with blue cups and saucers 
reminds everyone that a cup of tea is 
very refreshing after a long discussion. 

Surveying his domain, Blessed Martin 
stands straight against the wall fitted out 
in the fashion of an old country shrine, 
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with a vivid background of red and gold. 
Before him continually burns a vigil light 
and since he and it can be both seen 
from the street, many come in just to find 


out who he is, but stay to learn more 
about the Church that raised him so high. 


The whole place within has a homey, 
cozy air, that simply seems to draw people 
in. Especially at night when two or three 
study clubs sit in an animated circle, 
while at a long table young people read 
or do their homework or simply argue. 
None seems to mind a little noise and 
everyone gets acquainted. 

Speaking of study clubs. We have one 
on social reconstruction, liturgy, history 
of the Church, apologetics, Christian 
labor unions, Christian marriage and co- 
operatives. We plan more in the near 
future. 

Three thousand books, all Catholic 


ones, are subdivided into apologetics, spir- 
itual reading, liturgy, Christology, Mary- 
ology, biography, sociology, labor, land, 
cooperatives, ethics, philosophy, essays, 
history, poetry, Negroiana, fiction, mis- 


cellaneous and reference. Four hundred 
Negroes take advantage of this service 
and the list is growing weekly. 

It is impossible to estimate how many 
come in to read the magazines and help 
themselves to the free Catholic Truth 
pamphlets. Approximately, for the first, 
ten people a day come regularly. As 
to the pamphlets we distribute a thou- 
sand a month. A convert class, strict- 
ly the result of this library service, meets 
twice a week. Already in the eighteen 
months of the Library’s existence seven 
have come into the Church. Eight are 
under instruction. Few, one might say, 
but who can measure the width and 
depth of this apostolate of the Catholic 
written word? The seed is scattered to 





eS _—- FSF FF 


The Negro Reads 169 


the four winds. We are the sowers— 
God the Harvester. 


The most popular books are the non- 
fiction ones. In order of popularity, they 
come as follows: books on the Negro, 
apologetics, encyclicals, and all books per- 
taining to labor, economics and sociology, 
biography, spiritual reading, philosophy, 
poetry and fiction. 

And speaking of philosophy. We sub- 
scribed to The Thomist with trepidation; 
it was an expensive publication and who 
would read it, we asked ourselves. How- 
ever, subscribe we did and it looked very 
serious and dignified on our magazine 
rack. We admired it from afar, and 
opened it ourselves but rarely. 

One day a Negro in soiled overalls 
walked in and asked permission to look 
over our magazines. Straight to The 
Thomist he went, and soon was deeply 
engrossed in its contents. As time went 
on, from our vantage point, the desk, we 
became more and more intrigued by a 
person who with apparent ease and pro- 
found interest was reading such a weighty 
publication. Over an hour we had to 
speculate about him. Finally he got up 
and with a sigh closed the book and com- 
ing to the desk, asked if we had more 
books on Catholic philosophy. Proudly 
we pointed to a whole shelf of them. 
With a smile he informed us that he had 
always wanted to study the Catholic 
philosophical point of view since he had 
graduated in philosophy from Harvard! 
Could he please bring a few friends? With 
a catch in our breath we quickly invited 
him and them to make free of all our 
facilities. Going now on six months, once 
a week, a group of six young Negroes 
comes and discusses vehemently Catholic 
and non-Catholic philosophy. Recently 
they asked if a priest could be found to 


help them. This of course will be done 
and we feel intensely proud of ourselves 
for having subscribed to The Thomist for, 
since not one of these young men is a 
Catholic, who can tell where that serious 
and dignified magazine will lead them? 
And so from the humble woman who 
wants a pamphlet on St. Anthony up to 
the school children, higher to the eager 
youth, on to the serious adult, The negro 
reads. And if we Catholics bring to him 
our treasures and make them possible of 
easy access he will read them and learn 
from them the way back to Our Father’s 
House where a warm welcome awaits 


him. 





Footnote: We finance our library en- 
tirely from charitable donations. A mis- 
sion unit of a Catholic College and a 
saintly curate pay between them the 
forty-five dollar monthly rent. A zealous 
man from Boston pays the light and tele- 
phone bill. The money for books on 
which five hundred a year is spent, (the 
library carries the latest and best books 
in all its subdivisions), is collected from 
the audiences to whom the Baroness de 
Hueck lectures. For library supplies, pam- 
phlets and magazine subscriptions, the 
Baroness depends entirely on the charity 
of the faithful and on St. Francis de Sales, 
the patron of all libraries, and of course 
on Blessed Martin de Porres who looks 
after it so faithfully. Remembering that 
it has been said, “Ask and you shall re- 
ceive,” we humbly beg our dear readers 
to re-mail us their old Catholic magazines 
and Catholic Truth pamphlets and if 
they have any good adult and children’s 
books hidden in their attics, just ship 
them to us and let them become the 
friends of the Negroes. Everything will 
be gratefully accepted. 

















The Xavier Free Publication Society 
for the Blind, New York City 


By CATHERINE F. Gaquie, Librarian 








The aim of the Xavier Free Publication 
Society is to place at the disposal of the 
blind throughout the United States and 
Canada, without charge, some of the 
choicest books covering a wide variety of 
subjects, including those of a religious 
nature. The main object in undertaking 
this work of love has been to cheer, to 
uplift and to brighten the lives of thou- 
sands of touch readers. 


The name of Reverend Joseph M. Sta- 
delman, S.J., has been associated with 
the Xavier Free Publication Society since 
its organization in 1900. Thirty-nine years 
ago, as a young priest, teaching five days 
a week and busy with church work be- 
sides, he became interested in the needs 
of deaf and dumb people. To them he 
devoted what leisure he could spare from 
his other duties. One of these handi- 
capped women begged him to do some- 
thing for the Catholic blind who had far 
greater needs. In this way began the fine 
work which has spread all over the 
United States and Canada, as well as 
abroad. 


Like many important movements this 
society owes much of its pioneer work to 
a little group of women. “We started 
out by buying a New York Point kleido- 
graph for $15.00,” Father Stadelman re- 
lates. “One of the ladies who volun- 
teered her services asked her husband to 
contribute the money. With it we started 
out to see what we could do. I became 


acquainted with Mr. Waite of the New 
York Institute for the Blind and from him 
learned the New York Point System. Our 
first stereograph we bought for $350.00, 
money which came to me through the 
interest and sacrifice of a blind woman, 
a graduate of the New York Institute for 
the Blind.” 


Since its foundation in 1900 and its 
incorporation under the laws of the State 
of New York in 1904, along with the 
publication of a monthly magazine in 
New York Point, the Xavier Society has 
at the cost of upwards of $70,000 em- 
bossed hundreds of books in this system, 
copies of which it donated to state and 
city libraries for general circulation among 
the blind. From the day when Revised 
Braille was generally adopted as the uni- 
form type for the blind, the Xavier Soci- 
ety, with the cooperation of members of 
the International Federation of Catholic 
Alumnae, has added in that type to its 
already rich stock of books in New York 
Point and American Braille hundreds of 
other works in all the branches of Cath- 
olic literature. 


The Society now publishes a monthly 
magazine in Braille, which is sent free 
of charge to any blind applicant in the 
United States, Canada, and abroad. With 
the help of its volunteer transcribers, the 
Society has been able to establish a siz 
able lending library. The books con- 
tributed by its volunteer transcribers are 
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The Xavier Free Publication Society 


proofread, corrected, bound and circu- 
lated from its headquarters and they are 
loaned free of charge to the blind. 


A beginning has been made in the 
making of talking books for its readers. 
A large percentage of blind people find 
it impossible to read embossed books. 
The solution of this problem, they be- 
lieve, is the making of books on long 
playing phonograph records. To that end 
there is now perfected the talking book. 
Experiments have shown that a book of 
60,000 words can be published on 12 
double face disc records and can be 
manufactured at a cost which makes the 
recording of talking books practical. To 
date the Society has recorded the Four 
Gospels, and the Acts of the Apostles. 
Before long they hope to have the re- 
mainder of the New Testament and other 
standard Catholic works will follow. 


The following material, chosen from 
a list of 103 titles contributed to the 
Xavier Library by volunteer transcribers 
of the International Federation of Cath- 
olic Alumnae from August, 1938-Decem- 
ber, 1939, is a partial indication of the 
scope of their collection of more than 
1,000 titles: 

Feeney, Leonard J., S.J., An American 
woman, story.of Elizabeth Anne Bay- 
ley Seton. 5v. 

Feeney, Leonard J., S.J., Fish on Friday. 

Gillard, Reverend J. T., S.S.J., The 
American negro. 

Goodier, Reverend A. A., S.J., Saints 
for sinners. 3v. 

Hurley, Wilfred, C.S.P., I believe. 4v. 

Le Fort, Gertrude Von, Song of the 


scaffold. From the German by Olga 
Marx. 2v. 

Lord, Daniel A., S.J., Christ and His 
Church. 

Martindale, C. C., S.J., Mother Fran- 
cesca Saverio Cabrini. 2v. 
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Pius XII, Pope. Encyclical (Summi pon- 
tificatus ). 

Rawlings, Margaret, The yearling. 7v. 

Schulte, Reverend Paul, O.M.I. The 
flying missionary. Translated by G. 
N. Shuster. 4v. 

Sheen, Right Reverend F. J., Calvary 
and the Mass, A missal companion. 
Sheen, Right Reverend F. J., The Cross 

and the beatitudes. 
Virginia, Sister Mary, S.N.D., Gilbert 
K. Chesterton’s Evangel. 6v. 
Windham, Joan, Six o’clock saints. 2v. 





ELEMENTARY ScHooL EXHIBIT 
AT CINCINNATI 


Any elementary parochial schools and 
private academies carrying on definite 
reading-projects with their boys and girls 
or any diocesan projects for elementary 
schools in recreational reading will be 
gladly presented at the Cincinnati con- 
ference for the perusal of the Catholic 
librarians in attendance there. The pro- 
jects should be summarized in a brochure 
and the brochures will then be placed in 
a prominent place for display and obser- 
vation in the meeting room for the Ele 
mentary School Section of the Catholic 
Library Association. This Section will 
meet on Thursday afternoon, May 30, at 
2:30 P. M. The brochures may be mailed 
to the Chairman of the Section: Miss 
Mary Kiely, care of Pro Parvulis Book 
Club (The Book Club for Catholic 
Youth), Empire State Building, New 
York City. The brochures should reach 
Miss Kiely before May 10. They should 
be in the mails by May first. Each one 
will be acknowledged upon receipt. The 
brochures will be returned post free. 




















The Catholic Periodical Index: 


A Financial Report 
By LaurENCE A. LEavey, Editor 








According to Mr. Laurence A. Leavey, 
editor of the C.P.L, work on the 1939 
cumulation and the January-March, 1940, 
current quarterly index is progressing rap- 
idly. As a result of a recent conference 
with Mr. Wilson, service basis rates have 
been considerably reduced to $5.00 a year 
minimum so that it should now be pos- 
sible for even the smallest library to sub- 
scribe. These rates are available upon 
application to: The Catholic Periodical 
Index, H. W. Wilson Company, 950 Uni- 
versity Avenue, New York City. 

The most successful method of promo- 
tion seems to be that of displaying the 
volume at each of the unit conferences 





and, to accompany the display, have a 
brief talk on the scope and value of the 
C.P.I. Since periodicals were chosen by 
vote there is an extremely large propor- 
tion of titles found in every secondary 
school library. 

In order to give our members an exact 
idea of the work and expense involved 
in the preparation of the C.P.L., we are 
printing the latest report supplementing 
the reports appearing in April, 1938 (page 
117-122) and April, 1939 (page 233). 
These figures indicate that it will be 
necessary to have at least 500 subscribers 
so that the C.P.I. will not be a financial 
loss. 





CHARGES AGAINST THE 1930-1933 4 YEAR VoLUME 




















1938 
March 31 Copy-paper, postage and miscellaneous expenses to date........$ 70.39 
May Sy Cr I scnlipiittnieneiinominencies - 18.85 
July Trucking from home of Miss Barrows...........--.-.----------------0+---«« 4.50 
December Rent for six months, as agreed. ...............--.-------ec--s-ee-eeceeeesneene-eee 30.00 
1939 
February 6,000 sheets copy-paper (20,000 printed, balance 
ro Ee eee Ce ee 7.91 
March Postage amd express, OME YEAL...........-.--c-c-ec---nceosencecenseeceeeeneneeees 6.67 
July Printing, 1930-1933 (4 year volume) .. 4,236.86 
I icc seletactcaccccitinecntanemnnsticianich 33.53 
September Postage and express, six months. ................---..-----------0s0ee+-eeeeeeeeee 3.25 
Editorial work (June) .. feet Sasa SS Ans 7 Re OR pee 45.95 
Rent for six months to June 30, 1939, as agreed... 60.00 
TOTAL $4,517.91 
The H. W. Wilson Company 
New York, N. Y. 


October 13, 1939 
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Summary of amounts due the compilers and publishers of the 
1930 and 1931 volumes, and the 1930-1933 4 year volume 























Balance due, per our statement Total _ Compilers Publisher 
of March 23, 1939 | see 6 Se 
1930 volume $ 2,505.26 $ 358.25 $2,147.01 
1931 volume 2,240.17 1,179.48 1,060.69 
1930-1933 4 year volume: 
Our statement of March 23, 1939... 403.55 
Mr. Leavey: salary for one year 
ending June 30, 1939............... $1,500.00 
Printing see 4,236.86 
Boxes, copy-paper, proof-reading, 
postage, etc. 281.05 
Total 1930-1933 volume........... S$ 6,421.46 $ 403.55 $1,500.00 $4,517.91 
Granp TOTAL 11,166.89 1,941.28 1,500.00 7,725.61 
Percentages 100% 17.4% 13.4% 69.2% 





Income from the sales of the 1930-1933 4 year volume to be credited the above 
accounts on this basis, after deduction of 25% to help cover cost of bookkeeping, 
packing and delivery costs, promotion, etc., as agreed. 








Sales of the 1930-1933 4 year volume to September 30, 1939. $3,191.85 
Fp A RTA ate ne ce Alls eRe SES 797.96 
Balance to be credited as follows: $2,393.89 
Compilers: 
Miss M. Barrows.................. 17.4% $ 416.56 
C.P.I. Committee .............13.4% 320.76 
Publishers: 
H. W. Wilson Co.............. 69.2% 1,656.57 





$2,393.89 


The H. W. Wilson Company 
New York, N. Y. 
October 13, 1939 














Editorial: 


An Open Forum on 


The Catholic Library World 








In recent months a number of criticisms, 
constructive in every case, have come to 
the attention of the editor and we wish 
to present these suggestions, together with 
editorial comments as to their feasibility, 
to the membership so that we may re 
ceive additional opinions and be prepared 
to discuss the matter of a definite policy 
for The Catholic Library World at the 
coming Cincinnati Conference. 


The basic point raised by two individ- 
uals in different parts of the country may 
be stated somewhat as follows: Should 
The Catholic Library World pay more 
attention to the needs of non-professional 
librarians, who are often teachers in ele- 
mentary or secondary schools assigned to 
library work? This point is stated as fol- 
lows by one of our correspondents: 


“My experience, while not extensive, 
has shown me that the Sisters generally 
are avid for knowledge, elementary 
knowledge, of running a library. How- 
ever, their first need is acquiring the 
necessary academic credits for their 
teaching. Only then can they take 
library courses—but by that time their 
community has other needs for them. 
What I am trying to get at is that we 
have great need of a medium that will 
stir up and interest the non-profes- 
sional. My contention is that if these 
Sisters can be interested they will soon 
see the limitations of their non-pro- 
fessional knowledge and the Superiors 
will then send them away to library 
schools.” 

The second writer also insists upon the 


need for more articles at the elementary 
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school level such as lesson plans which 
the librarian can use in instructing chil- 
dren in library use. This writer also 
thinks we should have more definite serv- 
ice features such as complete instructions 
on library displays, programs for Book 
Week, etc. 


Editorial Comment: In the first place 
we must determine whether The Cath- 
olic Library World is to be edited primari- 
ly for professional or for non-professional 
persons. Since this editor assumed office 
he has taken the view that ours should be 
a strictly professional journal supple 
menting training given in the library 
schools. In this position we are in ac 
cord with the opinion expressed by our 
past president, Rev. Colman J. Farrell, 
who has stated: 


“My contention is that the C.L.A. 
should bend every effort to inspire un- 
trained librarians to secure training but 
that the C.L.A. should not appear to 
be an agency for training or attempt 
to offer substitutes for it. The A.L.A., 
the library schools and other agencies 
exist for that purpose and have the 
funds to carry on such work. The 
purpose of C.L.A. is to concentrate all 
its professional talent and financial re- 
sources on tasks that no other agency 
is doing; specifically our position is 
simply to bring Catholic thought to 
bear on the working problems of li- 
brarians wherever it is needed; it is 
our purpose to point out to our un- 
trained librarians the established 
channels of information and 


to go beyond that by competing wit 
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well-financed secular agencies would 
lower the tone of Catholic librarian- 
ship to the level of our own meager 
body of experience and immature pro- 
fessional attainments while at the 
same time we would dissipate our en- 
ergies and resources to such an extent 
as to spell failure for the few primary 
objectives which we are at present able 
to pursue. 

Other than in the field of book selec- 
tion we think that techniques of cata- 
loging, instructions in the use of the li- 
brary, etc., have been sufficiently de- 
veloped in library literature to warrant, 
in general, references to this material 
without elaborating our statements in 
series of articles. Thus, books such as 
Fargo’s The library in the school should 
provide sufficient orientation into school 
library administration. 


Relative to book selection in the juve- 
nile field where continuous attention is 
necessary, we are making no efforts to pre- 
pare book lists in so far as this work is 
being admirably done by the Pro Parvulis 
Book Club under its most efficient secre- 
tary, Miss Mary Kiely. The Pro Parvulis 
Club has issued a subject catalog in New 
worlds to live which is kept up-to-date 
by the Pro Parvulis Herald. We think it 
would be a serious error to attempt to 
duplicate this work. 


Lest the emphasis in the above para- 
graphs seems too strong and indicates that 
we are simply not interested in the un- 
trained librarian it may be necessary to 
say that this is a general policy and that 
occasionally we have included articles de- 
signed to stimulate librarians at the ele 
mentary and secondary school level such 
as the recently published “Reading for 
Young People” by Miss Louise Latimer 
and “Recognized Standards as Applied 
to Catholic Elementary School Libraries” 
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by Mrs. Grace E. Cartmell (December, 
1938, pages 89-92). 


Cuicaco Rounp TABLE 


At the Chicago Round Table meeting 
held in December, 1939, a panel discus- 
sion led by Sister Marie Cecilia, S.S.J., 
Director of the St. Catherine Library 
School, was devoted to “Suggestions for 
Improvement in The Catholic Library 
World” which brought out some inter- 
esting points. From Rev. Harry C. Koenig 
of Mundelein Seminary came proposals 
to: 1) Discontinue printing papers read 
at conventions with exception of especi- 
ally fine articles that should be preserved; 
2) Run a series of articles on forbidden 
books, e.g., why there is and should be 
such a list and how Catholic libraries 
could use such a list + their own in- 
formation and that of thcir patrons. This 
series would be a permanent reference for 
Catholic librarians to whom it is a real 
problem. 3) Have a descriptive series of 
articles on the contents of large Catholic 
libraries with particular reference to their 
specialties as an aid to interlibrary loans; 
4) List the selections of Catholic book 
clubs in advance to eliminate duplication 
in purchases. 

Discussion in favor of articles on for- 
bidden books stressed frequent requests 
from patrons for this information. Those 
opposing the articles pointed out that the 
need was rather for a list of fiction and 
non-fiction which theologians would not 
notice but which is important to patrons, 
as Grapes of wrath, and My son, my son, 
and others of this type. Reference was 
made to an article in the Ecclesiastical 
Review, June, 1937, “Ethical Rules for 
Best Sellers” by the Rev. Clarence Mc- 
Auliffe, S.J. There was a recommenda- 
tion that a section be provided in C.L.W. 
to take care of such books. 
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To the objection that The Catholic Li- 
brary World is concerned with colleges 
and research questions, a count of ar- 
ticles in last year’s issues shows it to be 
more of a high school than college jour- 
nal. However, parish libraries, it was 
thought, should receive more attention 
because they are increasing in number al- 
though not manned by trained librarians 
in most cases. There was a suggestion 
that general articles on library science of 
Catholic interest printed elsewhere, as 
well as library science dissertations of 
sisters and priests, be abstracted for C. 
L.W. 


Another suggestion was for a list of the 
best Catholic books of the year to be 
made from the monthly lists in C.L.W.; 
later it was agreed that the general lists 
now printed should be retained, but with 
differential symbols for Catholic and non- 
Catholic titles, for each class of readers, 
and for the type of library the book would 
fit. Such complete lists are heartily ap- 
proved by public librarians. 

There was a request for articles about 
public libraries which have a Catholic 
shelf, for lists of Catholic publishers, 
domestic and foreign, and their special- 
ties, such lists to include also non-Cath- 
olic publishers who publish Catholic titles 
occasionally. It was urged that C.L.W. 
make readers familiar with the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin even to carrying ad- 
vertisements, formal or otherwise, of its 
services, or printing lists of Recommended 
and Not recommended works from the 
S.B.B. without further comment in order 
to save space but at the same time give 
Catholic librarians an idea of what is 
worth buying from agents. 

A clearing house for readers was men- 
tioned but it was decided this would be 
too costly. More editorials are needed 
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which will criticize articles as they ap- 
pear and events as they happen. Since 
the editor is hampered by lack of time, 
he should invite writers of ability to con- 
tribute their services. Final recommenda- 
tions were that all members find new 
members and so increase finances. 

Editorial Comment: All of the above 
suggestions have considerable merit and 
we intend to adopt the more practicable 
ones at once. Last month we began with 
a survey of “best-sellers” which will be 
kept up-to-date monthly or bi-monthly. 
To some extent the content of large li- 
braries will be indicated through holdings 
in the new Union list of serials, in which 
thirty-four Catholic libraries are partici- 
pating, and through cards issued by the 
Catholic Cooperative Cataloging Service. 

Relative to a Catholic booklist, we hope 
to publish in October and November the 
list of 500 titles being prepared by Mr. 
Charles Higgins and the Committee on 
National Catholic Book Week. 

Beginning with the April, 1940, issue 
we shall carry monthly a bio-biographical 
article about each of the members of the 
Permanent Academy, Gallery of Living 
Catholic Authors. 

The development of columns of “prac- 
tical” features or devices used in individ- 
ual libraries will depend on submission of 
such items and on queries from the mem- 
bers. One or several columns could be 
developed by committee chairmen along 
the lines of their committee specialties. 
Such columns need not necessarily ap- 
pear monthly, merely as often as data are 
on hand. 

We have given these suggestions in full 
because they are valuable hints to pros- 
pective authors as to the type of articles 
needed. We hope to receive contribu- 
tions along the lines indicated. 




















News and Notes 








PRINTING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Cooperating with the American Insti- 
tute of Graphic Arts in the celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the invention of 
printing, Manhattan College inaugurated 
in January a series of five monthly ex- 
hibits of rare books arranged under the 
general title of “The Story of Printing 
Since John Gutenberg”. Arranged by 
Brother Albert Paul, F.S.C., curator of the 
rare book department of the library, the 
exhibits are designed to show a century 
of printing art by books selected for the 
fame of their type or printer. Books from 
the presses of Jenson, Amerbach, Trechsel 
and the work of the Venetian, Brescian, 
Strassburg and Parisian firms mark the 
first of the series which is devoted to 
fifteenth century printing. Subsequent ex- 
hibits will include books issued by Plan- 
tin, Aldus, John Daye, Bodoni, Basker- 
ville, Moxon, and Chiswick. 


On February 23, Reverend Irenaeus 
Herscher, O.F.M., librarian of St. Bona- 
venture College addressed the Inter- 
American Bibliographical and Library As- 
sociation on “The Three-Fold Centennial 
of Printing”. His speech, besides covering 
the printing centennial, will have ap- 
pended a bibliography of printing con- 
sisting of sixty-seven pages of extensive 
references both to the invention and de- 
velopment of printing. 

“The Birthday of Printing” was the 
title of a fifteen minute radio talk given 


by Eugene P. Willging, Editor of The 
Catholic Libhary World, on March 12 
over Station WGBI, Scranton. This pro- 
gram, conducted by the University of 
Scranton Library, inaugurated a bi-weekly 
series devoted to books and printing. 


BrooKLyn-Lone Istanp UNir 

Reverend William Dunn, C.M., Direc- 
tor of Library Science at St. John’s Uni- 
versity, delivered the principal address to 
some eighty persons, the majority of 
whom were librarians in parochial schools 
and colleges, at a meeting of the Brook- 
lyn-Long Island Unit held at St. John’s 
University on February 17. 

Father Dunn developed his topic, “The 
Librarian and Reading Guidance”, by ad- 
vising that library routine be minimized 
and accomplished by pages, clerks, and 
other assistants so that the librarian may 
be given more time than otherwise in 
which to read sympathetically the many 
and varied juvenile titles and thereby be- 
come fit guides in dispensing food for the 
child’s mind. 

Miss Nathalia Crane, noted author, 
read many of her poems, including some 
from the newly published Ark and the 
alphabet, written in collaboration with 
Leonard Feeney, S.J. Mr. Warren Coch 
of Cathedral College, Brooklyn, pre 
sented, for the Trinity League of New 
York City, an exhibition of Catholic per- 
iodicals, pamphlets and newspapers is- 
sued in different parts of the U. S. 
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NaTIoNAL CaTHoLic Book WEEK 

The Committee on the National Cath- 
olic Book Week, Charles L. Higgins, 
Chairman, announces that it is planning 
to issue a reading list for Catholics which 
will include over five hundred titles. This 
list is to be compiled by Catholic scholars 
and librarians for national distribution, 
will be intended for the average Catholic 
reader, the man who would like to read 
a solid but non-technical work on a given 
subject. 

This book list will be compiled by a 
group of able men and women and will 
be edited by John M. O’Loughlin, librar- 
ian at Boston College. Each title will be 
classed under one of fifteen form and sub- 
ject headings, and each will be carefully 
- annotated so that the list may fully realize 
its possibilities. The compilers will try 
to limit their choices to those books pub- 
lished since 1910. 

Mr. Higgins also announces the forma- 
tion of the following groups: 

1. Executive Committee: This is the 
“Committee for National Catholic 
Book Week” established by the 
Catholic Library Association. It 
is responsible for the project as a 
whole. Its present membership is: 

Charles L. Higgins, Boston Pub- 
lic Library, Chairman. 
Daniel Connolly, Bruce Pub- 
lishing Company, New York 
Office. 
John M. O'Loughlin, Librarian, 
Boston College Library. 
Phillips Temple, Librarian, Riggs 
Memorial Library, George- 
town. 
Eugene P. Willging, Librarian, 
University of Scranton. 
2. Editorial Board: This is the group 


of men and women invited to 
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compile the book-list to be issued 
during Catholic Book Week. The 
present membership is: 

John M. O'Loughlin, Boston 
College. Enprror. 

Harry Lorin Binsse, The Com. 
monweal. FINE ARTs AND 
Music. 

Paul M. Byrne, Notre Dame. 
GENERAL REFERENCE. 

Edward A. Fitzpatrick, Presi- 
dent, Mount Mary College. 
EDUCATION. 

Mary Kiely, Pro Parvulis Book 
Club. Younc Propte’s Sec 
TION. 

Eva J. Ross, New York. Sociat 
SCIENCES. 

Phillips Temple, Georgetown 
University. Mission Lirera- 
TURE. 

Eugene P. Willging, University 

of Scranton. BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

3. Advisory Council: This is a group 
of publishers, librarians, and mem- 
bers of the heirarchy. Members 
will be invited by the Executive 
Committee to serve as counsellors 
on matters of policy. The present 
membership is: 

Frank Bruce, Publisher, The 
Bruce Publishing Company. 

William A. FitzGerald, Presi- 
dent, The Catholic Library 
Association. 


St. Louts CONFERENCE 

On February 22 the St. Louis Unit held 
a meeting at St. Louis University High 
School. At the opening session Reverend 
Charles Kruger, S.J., St. Louis University, 
discussed “The Evaluation of Secondary 
School Libraries According to the Co 
operative Study of Secondary School 
Standards”, which was followed by Sister 











News and Notes 


Mary Theola’s talk on “Children’s Read- 
ing’. “The Gallery of Living Catholic 
Authors”, by Sister Mary Joseph, S.L., 
“The St. Louis University Branch of the 
St. Louis Public Library”, by Miss Jo- 
sephine Gratiaa, and “The Teacher De- 
fends the Reader in the High School”, 
by Sister Mary Cyprian, Ad.PP.S., were 
given at the afternoon session. 


CINCINNATI UNIT 


The Cincinnati Unit announces that 
the following officers were elected at its 
recent meeting: Chairman, Reverend 
Alexander B. Koenig, St. Gregory’s Semi- 
nary; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Albert Worst, 
Xavier University; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Sister Mary Michael, R.S.M., Our Lady 
of Cincinnati College. 


The official registration list indicates 
that twenty-seven members comprise this 
Unit. Five regular meetings are held 
during the scholastic year. 


WASHINGTON-MARYLAND- VIRGINIA UNIT 


More than one hundred Catholic li- 
brarians from the District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Virginia gathered on Satur- 
day, February 10, at Trinity College, for 
a discussion of mutual problems. This 
was the second meeting of the recently 
founded Washington, D. C.,-Maryland- 
Virginia unit of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation. At the short business meeting 
which preceded the round table discus- 
sions, Mr. Laurence A. Leavey, Chairman 
of the Unit and Instructor in the Depart- 
ment of Library Science of Catholic Uni- 
versity, appointed a nominating commit- 
tee for selection of candidates to be voted 
upon at the next meeting in May. This 
committee consists of the following mem- 
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bers: Mr. Phillips Temple, Librarian, 
Riggs Memorial Library, Georgetown Uni- 
versity; Sister Helen, S.N.D., Librarian, 
Trinity College; and Mr. William J. 
Gibbons, S.J., Librarian, Gonzaga High 
School 


Two round tables were held, one for 
college, university and reference librar- 
ians, and one for high school librarians. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Mullin, Director of the 
Mullen Library, Catholic University of 
America, presided over the college group, 
with Mr. John R. Spellissy, Librarian, 
Loyola College, Baltimore, as secretary. 
This round table was held to ascertain 
whether there were any problems that 
might be solved by joint activity of the 
group. Principal among the suggestions 
were a discussion of general administra- 
tive problems; a union file of bibliog- 
raphies compiled or being compiled by 
members in the vicinity, and the neces- 
sity of book reviews stressing the Catholic 
aspect of newly published books. 

At the high school round table, Rich- 
ard James Hurley, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Library Science, Catholic 
University, presided, with Sister St. Mag- 
daien, Librarian, Immaculata Junior Col- 
lege, as secretary. In this group, too, the 
need for book lists and book reviewing 
agencies was felt. As a result, the mem- 
bers have decided to compile a list of 
books suitable for the Catholic schools 
of the vicinity. To supplement this, a 
bulletin will be issued periodically. 


All Catholic librarians, and those inter- 
ested in the development of Catholic li- 
braries, are welcomed at these meetings. 
To insure receiving a notice for the next 
meeting, they are urged to communicate 
with the chairman, Mr. Leavey. 
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Reverend Colman J. Farrell, O.S.B., of 
St. Benedict’s College has called to our 
attention the fact that the new Union 
list of serials will contain the periodical 
holdings of thirty-four Catholic libraries 
given below. This is an increase of twen- 
ty-seven from the original Union list and 
is one indication of the progress of Ameri- 
can Catholic libraries. 


CATHOLIC LIBRARIES IN THE UNION 
List OF SERIALS 
California 
S. Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park 
District of Columbia 
Catholic University of America 
Dominican College 
Georgetown University 
Holy Name College 
Illinois 
De Paul University, Chicago 
Loyola University, Chicago 
Mundelein College, Chicago 
St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein 
Indiana 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame 
Kansas 
St. Benedict’s College, Atchison 
Louisiana 
Loyola University, New Orleans 
Xavier University, New Orleans 
Massachusetts 
St. John’s Seminary, Brighton 
Boston College, Chestnut Hill 
Holy Cross College, Worcester 
Michigan 
Marygrove College, Detroit 
University of Detroit 
Minnesota 
St. John’s University, Collegeville 
St. Paul Seminary 
St. Catherine College, St. Paul 
College of St. Thomas, St. Paul 
Missouri 
Conception Abbey Library, Conception 
oo Central Verein of America, St. 
is 
St. Louis University—School of Law 
School of Medicine 
New York 
St. John’s University, Brooklyn 
Fordham University, New York 
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St. Bernard’s Seminary, Rochester 
St. Bonaventure College, St. Bonaventure 


P. lvania 
American Catholic Historical Society, 
Philadelphia 
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh 
University of Scranton, Scranton 
Villanova College, Villanova 
Wisconsin 
Marquette University, Milwaukee 


WeEsTERN New York UNir 

The program of the February meeting 
of the Western New York Unit indicates 
that chairmen need not confine them- 
selves to library and literary topics. The 
times of the Roman gladiator and his 
arena of combat were described in vivid 
fashion by Reverend Anthony M. Guen- 
ther, S.J., Professor of Classics at Canisius 
College, who illustrated his lecture with 
an exhibit of what is probably the only 
model ever made of the famous Coliseum 
in Rome. Built to the exact scale of the 
original Roman structure, which was 620 
feet long, 560 feet wide, and 168 feet 
high, the model is twenty-two inches 
high, six feet six inches long, and five feet 
five inches wide, and is composed of more 
than 50,000 pieces of wood. 


Guwe To CATHOLIC LITERATURE 


From the Walter Romig Company, 14 
National Bank Building, Detroit, comes 
the announcement of fall publication of 
The guide to Catholic literature, 1888 
1940, designed to be “an author-subject- 
title index in one straight alphabet of 
books and booklets in all languages, on 
all subjects, by Catholics or of particular 
Catholic interest, published or reprinted 
during the fifty-two years, Jan. 1, 1888 
Jan. 1, 1940”. A circular describing the 
publication more thoroughly and offer- 
ing a special pre-publication price may be 
obtained from the publisher. 

















Cataloging and Classification Notes 


Edited by REVEREND THOMaS J. SHANAHAN 
St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota 








Np Slips and the Union Catalog 

When order slips for L.C. cards are 
returned marked Np (No prospect), there 
is another source from which cataloging 
information may be obtained. The Union 
Catalog of the Library of Congress main- 
tains a photostating service and will fur- 
nish single copies of cards filed there. 


The Union Catalog has nearly 17,- 
000,000 entries on hand, over 10,000,000 
of these in its main catalog representing 
American and Canadian library holdings, 
and there is an excellent possibility that 
most books for which L.C. cards were 
not available will be represented in this 
file. 

The charge for photostatic copies is .05 
per card. (Cf. Catalogers and classifiers’ 
yearbook, no. 6 (1937), p. 39, 44-45.) 


The Catholic Cooperative 
Cataloging Service 


For Catholic books more than three 
years old which will not be taken care of 
by L.C. cards, the Catholic University 
Library, Washington, D. C., is offering 
a new cataloging service. A depository 
subscription to all such cards multi- 
graphed by the catalog department of the 
University may be had at the rate of .02 
a title; or, cards may be ordered for single 
titles at .15 per set. Depository sub 
scribers may have sets for single titles at 
10 each. 


For details see the article by Victor A. 
Schaefer, The Catholic Cooperative Cata- 
loging Service, in the C.L.W., February, 
1940, p. 139-43. 


Period Subdivisions Under the 
Heading Church History 

Collections with a considerable amount 
of material on the history of the Church 
would be benefited by a more detailed 
list of chronological subdivisions for the 
heading Church History. The subdivi- 
sions provided in the Sears and L.C. lists 
of subject headings cover only broad per- 
iods prior to the 16th century, but a bet- 
ter breakdown of the historical collection 
would result if shorter periods could be 
represented also. 

Whether this could best be done by 
century subdivisions, by reigns of popes, 
or by groups of the latter, is a topic we 
should like to offer for consideration. The 
minute L.C. period subdivisions under 
Great Britain—History are one example 
of a treatment that might be extended to 
Church history. 

Primitive and Early Church, Middle 
Ages, a reference to Reformation, Modern 
Period, 17th Century, 18th Century, 19th 
Century, and 20th Century are the sub- 
divisions to be found in Sears and the 
L.C. lists at present. If Catholic college 
or seminary libraries have worked out ad- 
ditional subdivisions, especially for the 
early and medieval periods, we invite 
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them to submit what they have with a 
view to working up a list which could be 
recommended for general use. 

As useful as the subdivisions them- 
selves will be statements of the principles 
on which they have been drawn up, or on 
which additional subdivisions may be 
formed. Because of their obvious char- 
acter, century subdivisions may be con- 
sidered exempt from this provision. 


FIVE CANDLES 

(Concluded from page 166) 

These sizes were originally established 
by the simple process of lining up a num- 
ber of books and grading them according 
to height. There is a surcharge for cut- 
ting at the mill but it makes for con- 
venience in the work of covering. Of 
course the larger sheets may be trimmed 
at home. 

We use a primitive manner of attach- 
ing the cellophane to the jacket. It re- 
quires two boards about 30 inches long, 
one 10 inches and the other 4 inches wide 
and a razor blade for cutting. 

After the jacket is prepared, i.e., cata- 
log number marked, etc., the cellophane 
is laid over it on the wider board, one 
edge of the cellophane brought even 
with one edge of the jacket (lengthwise) 
and both sealed by a strip of Scotch cellu- 
lose tape. (Minnesota Mining Company, 
St. Paul, Minnesota.) (Only cellulose 
tape will ahere to the cellophane.) We 
use the # inch width although there is a 
mechanical sealer now on the market 
which uses the 4 inch width satisfac- 
torily. 

When one side is thus sealed, under 
the jacket and over the cellophane, the 
smaller board in the meantime pressed 
over both to straighten out the folded 
jacket, the opposite side is trimmed about 
4 inch, jacket and cellophane together, 


so that the cover does not drag and wear 
out when the book stands on the shelf. 
This side being sealed top and bottom, 
the ends which go inside the front and 
back covers are sheared off at the corners 
at an angle to avoid bulkiness. 

The cellophane, which is allowed to 
extend a half inch or more beyond the 
end of the jacket, is glued to the inside 
covers with Gripit, or some cellulose-base 
glue. This special adhesive, besides its 
effectiveness on cellophane, remains 
moist, and permits the removal of the 
cover without defacing the book. Do not 
glue the jacket ends to the book. Always 
glue the cellophane. 

I do not know if this description of a 
very simple process reads like a technical 
treatise. It appears very formidable as | 
read it over, but the editor has requested 
full particulars. Had he requested a de 
scription of lacing my shoes I am sure | 
could make it sound just as complicated. 
And shoe laces remind me that the cost 
of materials for each cover amounts to 
about five cents. 





CATHOLIC Press MonTH 


A letter from Pope Pius XII and the 
original manuscript of Dorothy Day’s 
House of Hospitality were important ar- 
ticles in the Catholic Press Month display 
held by the library of the College of New 
Rochelle. In addition, there were ex- 
hibited letters from many Catholic au- 
thors in this country and charcoal por- 
trait sketches of Chesterton, Dimnet, Bel- 
loc, Maritain, Sargent and others made 
by members of the art department. On 
February 29 a Catholic Press Forum was 
held in which Richard Reid, Kathleen 
McLaughlin, Katherine Burton, and 
George N. Shuster lectured on literature 
and journalism. 











A Handbook of 


American Catholic Societies: Part I 


By EuGENE P. WILLGING and Dorotny E. LYnn, 
University of Scranton, Pennsylvania 








For several years a need for a handbook of 
national Catholic societies has been felt. Refer- 
ence librarians often state that they lack informa- 
tion on subjects of Catholic interest on which 
data are available from national societies. There- 
fore, in order to provide a complete directory of 
our Catholic organizations the library staff of the 
University of Scranton began the compilation of 
information relative to the history, organization, 
publications and library collections of such Cath- 
olic societies as are national or regional in scope; 
groups existing within a single diocese or state 
have been excluded. 

Upon completion of the series we hope to have 
reprints made in pamphlet form. Advance or- 
ders at an approximate cost of twenty-five cents 
are solicited. 

Although we intend to arrange the societies 
alphabetically, we wish to carry the information 
about the National Catholic Welfare Conference 
at the beginning because of its coordinating na- 


ture and prime importance. 


National Catholic Welfare 
Conference! 


Headquarters: 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N. 
W., Washington, D. C. 

Purpose. The N.C.W.C., as it is popularly 
known today, was founded on September 24, 
1919, succeeding the emergency National Cath- 
olic War Council. It is a voluntary association of 
American bishops, meeting yearly in Washington 
for mutual conference and decision on matters 
of general public concern, on the defence and 





1. The major portion of this section on the N.C.W.C. is 
taken from its publication, The National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, to which the reader is referred for 
fuller information on general activities and the work 
of special departments. 


welfare of the Church in the United States. In 
particular, its purpose is that of “unifying, co- 
ordinating, and organizing the Catholic people 
of the United States in works of education, social 
welfare, immigrant aid, and other activities”. 


The following departments carry out the pro- 
gram of the Administrative Board of ten Bishops: 

A. Executive Department. The Episcopal 
Chairman of the Administrative Board is ipso 
facto chairman of this department. Its chief ex- 
ecutive officer is the General Secretary who also 
supervises the operations of the other depart- 
ments. Functioning under the Executive Depart- 
ment are: 


1. Bureau of Immigration. This is a national 
Catholic immigrant aid organization, giving as- 
sistance to migrants of all nationalities; serv- 
ing as a clearing house for questions of immigra- 
tion and emigration with which the Church in 
the United States is particularly concerned; and 
aiding the foreign-born already in the country. 
The bureau performs such work as: Giving 
technical assistance in questions relating to im- 
migration, emigration, repatriation, deportation, 
naturalization, etc.; meeting and assisting immi- 
grants at the ports; referring the newcomers to 
authorized diocesan agencies for “follow-up” at- 
tention; furthering reunion of separated families; 
encouraging the enactment of humane immigra- 
tion and deportation laws; and coordinating the 
work of Catholic immigrant and emigrant aid 
throughout the United States—all with the pri- 
mary object of protecting the Faith of the Cath- 


‘olic immigrant and helping him to become a 


worthy citizen. 

The New York office is at 61 Whitehall Street; 
other offices are maintained at Ellis Island, and 
on the Mexican Border at El Paso, Texas, and 
Juarez, Mexico. 
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2. Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. The 
National Center of the Confraternity was estab- 
lished as a bureau of the N.C.W.C. in Novem- 
ber, 1934. Its object is to give formal religious 
instruction to more than 2,000,000 Catholic chil- 
dren of elementary school age, who are receiv- 
ing their education outside the Catholic school 
system; to thousands of Catholic high school 
pupils and Catholic students in nonsectarian 
colleges and universities, and to other groups, 
similarly situated. Objectives are promoted 
through vacation schools, instruction during and 
after regular school hours, religious study clubs 
for adults and religious education of children by 
parents in the home. 


With a priest-director and staff at N.C.W.C., 
it functions as a clearing house through which 
Confraternity information from the United States 
and other countries is made readily available to 
any diocese desiring it. It maintains a catecheti- 
cal library of textbooks, charts and various visual 
materials useful in advancing the Confraternity 
objectives, publishes programs for promoting these 
objectives, and sponsors annually a National 
Catechetical Congress. 


3. Youth Bureau. This bureau was instituted 
in February, 1937, to serve as a fact-finding and 
coordinating agency in the whole field of youth 
work. 


4. Catholic Action. This is the official month- 
ly organ of the N.C.W.C., its departments and 


bureaus. 


5. Publications Office. This department is re- 
sponsible for the publication of several hundred 
pamphlets, study club guides, and books of which 
a complete list is available on request. 


6. Bureau of Information. This bureau was 
formally opened on August 1, 1938. Its function 
is twofold: first, it is informative in that it makes 
known the Catholic viewpoint on doctrinal mat- 
ters especially as these are related to the questions 
of the day, whether social, economic or religious. 
In its correctional work, the bureau corrects those 
false and misleading statements about the Cath- 
olic Church which appear in the public press 
and are inspired either by a lack of knowledge 
on the part of the writers and editors, or malici- 
ously by those who would wilfully deceive in an 
effort to place the Church in an unfavorable light. 
Thus, press relations constitutes an important 
part of this bureau’s work. 


7. Business Office. This office handles al] 
orders for publications, purchases supplies, and 
audits all accounts. 

8. Historical Records of the World War. The 
Executive Department is also custodian of a valu- 
able historical collection, comprising more than 
800,000 service records and documentary accounts 
of the participation of the Catholics of the U. S. 
in the World War. 

B. DeparTMENT OF EpucaTion. The primary 
aim of the Department is to serve the system of 
Catholic schools. In carrying out this purpose, 
the department engages in the following activi- 
ties: First, the collection of data concerning 
Catholic education, obtained chiefly through a 
biennial statistical survey which is published in 
a series of pamphlets and a Directory of Catholic 
colleges and schools in the United States; second, 
furnishing of information to school officials and 
the general public; third, acting as an advisory 
agency to assist Catholic educational institutions 
in developing their programs; fourth, safeguard- 
ing the interest of Catholic education; fifth, serv- 
ing as a connecting agency between Catholic 
education activities and government education 
agencies. 

A Teachers’ Registration Section maintained by 
this department places teachers in Catholic 
schools at no cost to the schools and for a very 
small commission from the teachers. 

A large and well-organized library is invaluable 
in answering requests for information. The de 
partment participates annually in the observance 
of American Education Week, preparing a pro- 
gram which is distributed to 30,000 schools and 
individuals. In cooperation with the Executive 
and Legal Departments it has been instrumental 
in safeguarding Catholic education by opposing 
Federal and State legislation inimical to the wel- 
fare of Catholic schools. 

C. Press DePpaRTMENT. Its function is that 
of promoting and assisting the Catholic press of 
the United States, chiefly through the mainte 
nance of the N.C.W.C. News Service which pro- 
vides to its subscribers news, feature, pictorial, 
and special syndication services duplicating in 
their field similar resources at the command of 
secular publications. 

D. Department oF Sociat Action. Estab 
lished to promote the social teaching of the 
Church and to interpret, under the guidance of 
the Bishops, the application of this teaching to 
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the complex social problems of the country, the 
department is concerned with studies and pro- 
grams dealing particularly with industrial prob- 
lems, civic obligations, rural life, family life, and 
in general with subjects affecting social welfare 
and international relations. 


In the field of industrial relations emphasis is 
placed on disseminating and applying to Ameri- 
can conditions the social and economic principles 
embodied in the encyclicals, The condition of 
labor by Pope Leo XIII and Reconstructing the 
social order and Atheistic Communism of Pope 
Pius XI. The department also organized and 
helps to conduct the work of the Catholic Con- 
ference on Industrial Problems which has held 
more than 60 two-day meetings of employers, 
labor, government officials, economists, and ex- 
ponents of Catholic social teaching from coast 
to coast. The Bishops entrusted to the depart- 
ment the program for establishing Schools of 
Social Action for the clergy, which are summer 
courses for priests on the Social Encyclicals, their 
application to American life, and the means 
priests can use to spread their teaching. 


In the field of peace and international relations 
the department has published for general reading 
and for study club use more than a score of pam- 
phlets and has organized among the colleges re- 
gional federations of students to develop activi- 
ties in behalf of Catholic teaching on interna- 
tional relations. 

The Parish Credit Union National Committee 
maintains in the Social Action Department a 
secretary for urban interests and one for rural 
interests. As its title implies, this committee 
seeks to encourage the establishment on a parish 
basis of the small loans cooperative banks known 
in the United States as Parish Credit Unions. 


1. Rural Life Bureau. This bureau was es- 
tablished to study and analyze Catholic social 
teaching in relation to the great rural population 
of America. Among the varied activities fostered 
are aid to migrating Catholic families to settle 
within the confines of established rural parishes, 
advice regarding cooperatives, encouragement of 
diversification of crops or a live-at-home type of 
agriculture, promotion of study clubs, religious 
vacation schools, retreats for men and women, 
conducting rural institutes on a parish basis, etc. 

2. Family Life Section. Under the guidance 
of a special director, this section studies and 
disseminates the principles of Christian marriage, 


develops a popular and advanced literature on 
marriage, the family and parent education, en- 
courages the formation of maternity guilds on a 
parish basis, fosters the establishment of the As- 
sociation of the Holy Family, and aids in the 
development of study clubs dealing with family 
topics. 

E. Lecat DepartTMeNT. The primary func- 
tion of this department is to serve as a clearing 
house for information on legislative matters, a 
central office in which information is collected 
and classified and from which that information 
can promptly and adequately be made available 
to the diocese as well as the other departments 
of the N.C.W.C. 

The major interest of the department lies in 
the field of legislation affecting Catholic life and 
religious institutions. In this field the depart- 
ment collects documents and data, and with its 
limited staff endeavors to keep abreast of current 
developments in legislation in the Federal Con- 
gress and in the state legislature and with action 
in the courts interpreting legislation touching 
Church interests. The department receives, ex- 
amines and analyzes public bills, introduced in 
the Congress and legislatures, which have a bear- 
ing on religious and social interests. With the 
further aid of correspondence, the press, and 
current periodical literature, it endeavors to sup- 
ply promptly and adequately to other depart- 
ments of the N.C.W.C. and to inquiring corre- 
spondents information on these subjects. It has 
prepared pamphlets and leaflets dealing with sub- 
jects of permanent interest, including human 
sterilization, the rights of the parochial school 
child, the status of contraceptives under the 
Criminal Code and postal regulations, etc. 

F. DerpaRTMENT OF Lay OrcanizaTions. This 
department consists of two constituent bodies: 
the National Council of Catholic Men and the 
National Council of Catholic Women. The func- 
tions of these bodies is to coordinate, promote and 
assist the activities of the Catholic lay organiza- 
tions of America under the direction of the 
Bishops. In fulfilling their mission, the two 
Councils have as an important part of their work 
the duty of channeling out to the lay groups in 
all parts of the country, the programs, educa- 
tional material, and suggestions which other de- 
partments and bureaus of the N.C.W.C. prepare. 
The Councils of Men and Women are maintained 
wholly from dues paid by affiliated, cooperating 
lay organizations. 








created not to be another Catholic organization; 
its interest and that of its constituent Councils 
is not to form new societies nor to supersede 
those already existing. Its true function is to 
affiliate and to unite in two companion represen- 
tative national bodies the units of all fraternal, 
social, and religious societies of men and women 
for the purpose of adequately impressing on our 
national life the real beauty and full strength of 
Catholic ideals. These Councils are the expres- 
sion of the need for orderly and united action. 


1. National Council of Catholic Men. Mem- 
bership in the N.C.C.M. is made up of affiliated 
lay societies having ecclesiastical approval, num- 
bering 1,200 national, state, diocesan, and local 
groups. Major functions are: First, to federate 
Catholic lay societies and groups of men in a 
common, unified agency or council; second, to 
serve as an agency for the interchange of in- 
formation and service between the N.C.W.C. 
and organizations of laymen, in their common 
work for the Church; third, to bring about a 
better understanding and a more widespread ap- 
preciation of Catholic principles and ideals in the 
educational, social, and civic life of the country. 


In addition to its organizational activities, the 
Council maintains a Catholic Evidence Bureau 
as a national agency for Catholic exposition and 
defense. The nationwide religious radio broad- 
cast, the Catholic Hour, is the most widely 
known of its works. It was begun in March, 1930, 
over a network of twenty-two stations, and now 
is broadcast each Sunday evening over the Red 
Network of the National Broadcasting Company. 
It is accepted by ninety-four stations located in 
forty-one states, the District of Columbia, and 
Hawaii. The N.C.C.M. Monthly Bulletin con- 
tains items of special interest to laymen’s organi- 
zations, and includes sections devoted to news 
of the Catholic Hour, and to information and 
suggestions of Catholic evidence work. 


2. National Council of Catholic Women. 
Similar to the N.C.C.M., the N.C.C.W is a fed- 
eration of Catholic societies—national, state, di- 
ocesan, and local—which have ecclesiastical ap- 
proval. The Council provides a means through 
which Catholic women may be informed con- 
cerning social, civic, and religious questions in 
which they should be interested. It seeks to de- 
velop in members a sense of responsibility, as 


Catholic citizens, in legislation in the various 
states and in the national Congress, and particu 
larly in laws and proposed laws touching family 
life, child welfare, education, industrial problems, 
immigration, etc. Some of its aims are to study 
tain Christian standards in recreation, dress and 
literature, and place the Catholic attitude on 
questions of the hour before national conferences 
and before the general public. To carry out 
these aims the Council has developed a system 
of national committees on such projects as study 
clubs, parent-teacher associations, family and par- 
ent education, immigration, youth, extension of 
religious education, industrial problems, Catholic 
press and literature, international relations, etc. 
A Monthly Message is its special organ. 


In 1921 the Council was entrusted with the 
maintenance of the National Catholic School of 
Social Service in Washington, D. C., a graduate 
school affiliated with the Catholic University of 
America which combines a thorough, modern, 
scientific training for social work with Catholic 
principles and Catholic ideals of Christian charity. 


G. DEPARTMENT OF CaTHOLIc ACTION Srupv. 
This department was organized in 1935 to obtain 
and disseminate as widely as possible the ency- 
clicals, allocutions and discourses of our Holy 
Father; to maintain a record of accomplishments 
of the Bishops, clergy, and laity of the United 
States in the work of Catholic Action. The pro 
gram is still in process of development. 


American Catholic Philosophical 
Association 

Headquarters. Box 176, Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D. C. 

Purpose. The promotion of study and research 
in the field of philosophy, with special emphasis 
on Scholastic Philosophy. 

History. Founded January 5, 1926. 


Publications. 1. Proceedings. All papers read 
at the Annual Meetings are published in the 
Proceedings which is sent to all members and is 
also available to non-members at $1.50 per copy. 


2. The New Scholasticism. A quarterly jour- 
nal which is sent to all members, and to sub 
scribers who are not members it is available at 
$4.00 a year. 
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LearNep, Exrin Craven. Finding the way. 
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Mmm Care, (Sister), O.S.F. Holy Mary, 
Mother of God. Mary’s book, volume Til. Illus- 
trations by Eugenia Austin, Jayne Kloss, Mar- 
guerite Raupp. Joilet, Illinois, College of Saint 
Francis, 1939. Pp. 31. 

The familiar story of Mary’s life, simply written in a 
style that lends itself to pagans, + 4 enlivened 

the many pictures which distinguish the books of 
which children never tire. 

Breese, CATHERINE. We know the Mass. For 
home, school and church. Paterson, N. J., St. 
Anthony Guild Press, 1940. Pp. 87. $0.50. 
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its meaning. general i # vere 
of the Sacrifice is explained, with full-page io 
tions uniting prayer and ritual. 
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BEST SELLERS 

The reaction to “Best Sellers and Catholic Re- 
viewers” by Dr. Austin J. App was so enthusiastic 
that we are beginning a monthly record of Cath- 
olic reviews of the ten leading titles of fiction and 
non-fiction. The titles are taken from a list ap- 
pearing regularly in Publishers’ Weekly. Arrange- 
ment is by position on the list, e.g., No. 1 is the 
best-selling title. 


FicTION 
Morley, Christopher. Kitty Foyle. (October 26, 
1939.) Lippincott. 
See February issue, p. 138. 
Asch, Sholem. The Nazarene. (October 19, 


1939.) Putnam. 
See February issue, p. 137. 
Steinbeck, John. The grapes of wrath. (April 14, 
1939.) Viking Press. 
See February issue, p. 138. 
Lin, Yutang. Moment in Peking. (November 16, 
1939.) John Day. 
Commonweal 31:140 D 1 ’39 
Sign 19:378 Ja *40 
Vance, Ethel. Escape. 
Little, Brown. 
See February issue, p. 138. 


(September 22, 1939.) 
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Nathan, Robert. Portrait of Jennie. 
1940.) Knopf. 
Catholic World 150:765 Mr °40 
Henriques, Robert. No arms, no armour. 
ary 3, 1940.) Farrar & Rinehart. 
America 62:470-71 F 3 ’40 
Priestley, J. B. Let the people sing. (January 4, 
1940.) Harper. 
Catholic World 150:764 Mr "40 
Douglas, Lloyd C. Doctor Hudson’s secret jour- 
nal. (November 7, 1939.) Houghton Mifflin. 
Not yet reviewed. 
Verdun. 


(January 8 


(Janu- 


Romains, Jules. (January 2, 1940) 
Knopf. 
America 62:470-71 F 3 °40 


Commonweal 31:310 Ja 26 ’40 


Non-Fiction 

Partridge, Bellamy. Country lawyer. 

21, 1939.) Whittlesey House. 
See February issue, p. 138. 

Saint Exupery, Antoine de. Wind, sand and stars. 

(June 20, 1939.) Reynal & Hitchcock. 
See February issue, p. 138. 

Van Paassen, Pierre. Days of our years. 

ary 30, 1939.) Hillman-Curl. 
See February issue, p. 138. 

Keith, Agnes Newton. Land below the wind. 

(November 6, 1939.) Little, Brown. 
Not yet reviewed. 

Levant, Oscar. A smattering of ignorance. 

uary 12, 1940.) Doubleday, Doran. 
Commonweal 31:309 Ja 26 ’40 

Gunther, John. Inside Asia. (June 8, 1939.) 
Harper. 

See February issue, p. 137. 

Kent, Rockwell, ed. World famous paintings. (De- 
cember 1, 1939.) William H. Wise & Co. 

Not yet reviewed. 

Craven, Thomas, ed. A treasury of art master- 
pieces. (September 29, 1939.) Simon & 
Schuster. 

Not yet reviewed. 

Sandburg, Carl. Abraham Lincoln: The war 

years. (December 1, 1939.) Harcourt, Brace. 
America 62:497-98 F 10 ’40 

Chase, Mary Ellen. A goodly fellowship. (No 

vember 8, 1939.) Macmillan. 
America 62:359-60 Ja 6 
Catholic World 150:630-31 F ’40 
Commonweal 31:207 D 22 °39 


(August 


(Janu- 


(Jan- 
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The World book encyclopedia; modern, com- 
prehensive and pictorial. Chicago, Quarrie and 
Company, 1939. 19 vols. $96.50; Buckram, 
$86.50; cloth, $76.50. 


Realizing that continuous revision, barring the 
loose-leaf plan, is the only good method of keep- 
ing up-to-date with fast changing movements, 
ideologies, and social consciousness, this valuable 
reference work has undergone another revision 
affecting something over two thousand pages. A 
careful check of a few volumes, page by page, 
reveals that many of the articles in the 1935 edi- 
tion remain unchanged; that much of the in- 
formation included therein is still of vital interest 
to high school folks in 1939 and needs no further 
revision. 

The timeliness of the World book, despite ap- 
palling social, economic and political changes 
which challenge even the suggestion of a final 
conclusion, is attested by the inclusion of an 
article on the recent partition of Czechoslovakia, 
Chamberlain’s stiffening anti-appeasement policy, 
the refusal of the U. S. to recognize Germany’s 
seizure of Czechoslovakia, biographical accounts 
of two appointees to the U. S. Supreme Court, 
Felix Frankfurter of Massachusetts, and William 
O. Douglas of Connecticut, and an excellent 
triple-columned twelve page article on the three 
popular forms of government today, namely, 
democracy, communism and fascism. The article 
is thought provoking and lends conviction to the 
growing opinion of recommending the work to 
college libraries. 


Thinking in terms of the modern curricular 
emphasis on visual instruction, one is struck by 
the abundance of illustrative material, maps, 
charts and statistical pictorial representations 
which are so readily comprehended by the in- 
experienced in the interpretation of statistics. 
Here one finds the march of time from “coach 
to plane, from country to city, from oxen to 
tractor, from village shop to skyscraper”. 


Catholic schools will be particularly interested 
in the treatment of things pertaining to the 
Roman Catholic Church. Under this caption, 
with a cross reference from Catholic Church in 
the “C” volume, is to be found a very fine ar- 
ticle by no less an authority than the Reverend 
Monsignor Francis A. Purcell, M.A., S.T.D., pas- 
tor of Saint Mel’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Chicago. The information covers doctrines and 
sacraments, the priesthood, history of the Church 
together with a brief explanation of the Protestant 
and Greek schisms, and the Church in the New 
World. Following this article is a list of fifty-five 
related topics to be found in other volumes of 
the set; it includes the lives of sixteen canonized 
saints, also Thomas & Kempis, Thomas 4 Becket, 
outstanding members of the American hierarchy, 
modern philosophers and educators. Another ar- 
ticle, by Right Reverend John Augustine Ryan, 
of the faculty of the Catholic University of 
America, explains the position of the Pope, his 
insignia, election, etc., and concludes with a 
complete list of pontiffs from the beginning, of 
whom fifty-eight have biographical accounts 
throughout the eighteen volumes. Pope Pius XII 
is listed, again indicating the recency of the re 
vision. Related topics at the end of this article 
are Rome, Sacred College, Vatican and Vatican 
City. Although the term “Papacy” does not ap- 
pear the article on Pope Pius XII adequately 
covers the subject. A cross reference from 
“Papacy” would add to the value of this in- 
formation. 


Arrangement of the material is alphabetic by 
literal units, a volume to a letter, except for 
those letters whose subjects are not sufficiently 
prolific to occupy a complete volume. In this 
case two letters combine to form a volume as in 
“K” and “L”. Young people find this arrange- 
ment quite simple to master. The inclusion of 
cross references in the body of the work is a 
decided advantage. Volume nineteen, a study 
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guide and index, might very well be dispensed 
with for library use. Its purpose is self-educa- 
tion. 

A high school library can hardly hope to give 
effective reference service to its students without 
the aid of this valuable encyclopedia. It is an 
excellent supplement to the Catholic encyclopedia 
which so thoroughly covers Catholicism but 
which is also, regretfully, out-of-date for informa- 
tion on general topics. 


Code for classifiers; principles governing the 
consistent placing of books in a system of classi- 
fication. By William Stetson Merrill. 2d ed. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1939. Pp. 
xii, 177. $2.00. 

This second edition of the Code for classifiers 
is a thorough reworking of the original book. The 
purpose remains the same: consistency in assign- 
ing books to their appropriate places in a system 
of classification. The fact that it is not bound up 
with any one system (L.C., D.C., etc.) is made 
more evident by the omission in this edition of 
D.C. numbers opposite headings. Nevertheless, 
note is made of D.C. and L.C. divergences from 
procedures recommended in the rules. 

The addition of almost 200 new rules increases 
the length of both text and index by 40 per cent. 
Most of the new topics reflect changed conditions 
and new literature in economic and social life 
and advances in science and technology since 
1928, the date of the earlier edition. New or ex- 
panded rules in the religious and ethical field 
are: Religion (definition and scope), Prohibited 
books and erotica, Professional and business 
ethics, Inquisition, Religious education, and In- 
dividual biography of founders of religions. 

The Code remains the best work of its kind. 
Its merit has been to state solutions for the real 
problems of classification, principles which can 
slip the mind of even an experienced classifier. 

Rev. THomas J. SHANAHAN, 
St. Paul Seminary. 


Guide to the Latin American manuscripts in 
the University of Texas Library. By Carlos E. 
Castafieda and Jack Autrey Dabbs. Cambridge, 
Harvard University Press, 1939. Pp. x, 217. $3.00. 

Guides to libraries, archives, and private col- 
lections are becoming day by day more important. 
The present one is a complete list of the manu- 
script sources in the University of Texas for the 
study of the history and culture of Spanish Amer- 
ica and the former provinces of Spain within the 


present limits of the United States. The Uni 
versity of Texas has been very fortunate in build 
ing up one of the most important Spanish Ameri 
can collections in the world and Dr. Carlos E. 
Castafieda, Librarian of the Latin American Li 
brary of the University of Texas, is to be highly 
praised for his activities in increasing it and like 
wise for his scholarly publications. 

The alphabetical arrangement of the docu 
ments by geographical areas under nine main 
headings: California, Central America, Florida, 
Mexico, New Mexico, the Philippines, South 
America, Spain, and Texas is very helpful. The 
arrangement of the Guide and the care in in 
dicating certain information pertinent to the na- 
ture of the document, that is, size and pages, etc., 
is commendable. 

Davp Rusw, O.S.A., 
Curator, The Hispanic Collection, 
Library of Congress 


A bibliography of John Dewey, 1882-1939. By 
Milton Halsey Thomas. With an introduction by 
Herbert W. Schneider. New York, Columbia 
University Press, 1939. Pp. xviii, 246. $3.00. 

“This volume lists the published writings of 
John Dewey from his first article, in April, 1882, 
to the first of November, 1939, following the plan 
of the 1929 edition. The arrangement is, as far 
as possible, chronological by date of publication. 
Books and parts of books are placed directly after 
the annual heading, followed by articles. Re 
views and translations have been included where 
known, but this material has not been exhausted. 
Part II contains selected titles about Dewey, ex- 
clusive of book reviews, which are listed with 
the books.” 

Certainly the list of Dewey’s own articles is 
extremely complete, presented in typographical 
form that leaves nothing to be desired, and ac- 
companied by a thorough index. Reviews of 
Dewey’s books in Catholic perioicals are sparsely 
represented but that omission is covered by the 
declared intention of not being comprehensive. 
However, we find omitted a number of important 
Catholic criticisms of Dewey of which we list 
the outstanding examples: 

Boyle, W. E. “Philosophical Background of 
John Dewey, Educator.” Catholic Educa 
tional Review 37:385-92. June, 1939. 

Campbell, P. E. “Fundamental Fallacies in 
Education.” Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
32:1287-95. Sept., 1932. 

















Corcoran, T. “Child Labor Within School 
Years from Dewey Back to Pestalozzi.” 
Thought 6:88-107. June, 1931. 


De Hovre, Franz. “Some Radical-Social Edu- 
cators—John Dewey.” In his Philosophy and 
education, p. 101-16. Benziger, 1931. 


Finnegan, J. F. “Remarks Concerning Certain 
Phases of the Moral Philosophy of John 
Dewey.” American Catholic Philosophical 
Association Proceedings 1930:125-134. 

Killeen, M. V. Man in the new humanism. 
Catholic University of America, 1934. (Ph. 
D. thesis.) 

O’Connell, Geoffrey. “Dewey as an Exponent 
of Naturalism.” In his Naturalism in Ameri- 
can education, p. 104-38. Benziger, 1938. 


Raby, J. M. Critical study of the new educa 
tion. Catholic University of America, 1932. 
(Ph.D. thesis.) 


Approximately ten articles from a Catholic 
standpoint now appear in Part II, thus indicating 
that some attempt was made to include critical 
material of this type. With this exception we 
approve the bibliography. 


War supplement to Compton’s pictured en- 
cyclopedia. An alphabetical reference book of 
the European War: persons, places, and events; 
armies, navies, air forces, and economic re- 
sources; weapons, tactics, and strategy. Illustrated 
with photographs, drawings and special maps. 
Completely indexed. Chicago, F. E. Compton, 
1940. Pp. 102. $0.53 to subscribers; $1.53 to 
non-subscribers. Postpaid. 


The scope of this supplement is explained by 
the subtitle. The subjects in many cases are the 
same as in Compton’s pictured encyclopedia but 
the content of each article is limited to its appli- 
cations to the present war; thus in the article on 
France, her diplomatic position, economic re- 
sources of military value, military strength, and 
colonial possessions are emphasized. In addition 
to rewriting original articles from a war stand- 
point, we find that all the latest information has 
been included up to January, 1940. The article 
on Finland includes events up to January 7; that 
on Hore-Belisha, to January 5. Maps and other 
illustrations abound. It will be of great advantage 
to all librarians, whether in schools or colleges, 
to have all this information in one volume. 
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We Supply All 
OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 
Promptly and at Lowest Prices 


Current and in print books, 
standard sets, encyclopedias, — 
also furnished at i 
low prices. A test Want List 
will convince you of our superior 
service. 

NATIONAL 

BIBLIOPHILE SERVICE 


Library Agents 
321 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C. 
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Reader’s guide to prose fiction. An introduc- 
tory essay, with bibliographies of 1500 novels se- 
lected, topically classified, and annotated for use 
in meeting the needs of individuals in general 
education. By Elbert Lenrow. For the Commis- 
sion “on cond School Curriculum. New 
York, D. “Appleton-Century Co., 1940. Pp. xi, 
371. $3.00. 

Lecturing on style to prospective pastors, I 
have always declared that the best thing a pastor 
just appointed to an occupational community can 
do is read a few novels dealing with the pertinent 
occupation. This Reader’s Guide to Prose Fiction 
simplifies the finding and selection of the right 
novels for this purpose. Have you just been 
transferred to a mining community? The index 
refers you to Section Ill, page 286, where you 
find listed with descriptions of two to eleven 
lines, fourteen American, British, and translated 
novels on mining. 

There are sections on entertainment, personal 
environment, social environment, political condi- 
tions, economic and industrial conditions, pro- 
fessions and vocations, religious and philosophical 
subjects. There are further divisions into child- 
hood, adolescence, and adulthood. 

The descriptions, chiefly taken from Baker’s 
Guide to the best fiction, the A.L.A. Booklist, and 
the Book Review Digest, are objective and as 
satisfactory as the space allows. 

From a Catholic standpoint, one has to note the 
inclusion of very few Catholic authors and titles. 
Of the forty-two Catholic authors listed in the 
bibliography of “Historical Fiction” by Josephine 
Gratiaa, (Historical Bulletin, January, 1940, p. 40), 
for example, only Sigrid Undset, Maurice Baring, 
and Fierro Blanco are represented by titles. Of 
the thirty-seven names in the “Gallery of Living 
Catholic Authors”, at least eight of whom have 
written novels, only Maurice Baring, Padraic 
Colum, Sheila Kaye-Smith and Sigrid Undset are 
represented by titles. Among those omitted are 
Helen C. White and William Thomas Walsh. 
Though Doran Hurley’s Monsignor is included 
R. H. Benson and Canon Sheehan are not repre- 
sented. 


But in spite of the scarcity of Catholic titles, 
at least in part due to the relative paucity of 
significant Catholic fiction, this Guide is a valu- 
able addition to every library. It is furthermore 
so attractive and inviting in appearance, informa- 
tively arranged and introduced by fifty pages of 
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discussion and illustrative material, such as stu- 
dent reactions to some of the novels listed, as to 
make it desirable and useful for any teacher or 
extensive reader. AJ.A. 


Classified Advertising 
Rates for classified advertisements to members 
are fifteen cents per line per insertion; to non- 
members, twenty cents per line per insertion. 


POEMS WANTED 


Will pay well for book or loan of book of Irish 
Poems by William Collins containing two 
poems (titles unknown) whose subject is “The 
Elopement of Hugh Campbell and Elizabeth 
Buchanan” and “Hugh Campbell at Omagh 
Fair”. Will probably be found in same edition 
as “Tyrone Among the Bushes” and “Summer 
in Ireland”. Francis Falls, 1264 Amsterdam 
Avenue, New York City. 


FOR SALE 
Decimal Clasification and Relativ Index. Edition 
12; two volumes in one. $8.00. Mudge. Guide 
to Reference Books, Fifth Edition, 1929. $2.00. 
P. O. Box 346, Department E, Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania. 


The Baltimore Catholic Review, Vol. 1, No. 1, 
November 29, 1913—Vol. 16, No. 52, Novem- 
ber 15, 1929. Bound in leather and cloth, in 
generally good shape; three volumes need 
slight repairs. $24.00; transportation charges 
extra. P. O. Box 346, Department S, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 


Periodicals: The Globe; a new review of world 
literature, society, religion, art and politics, 
conducted by William Henry Thorne, Vol. 1-8, 
1889-1898. $16.00. 

The United States Catholic Magazine and 
Monthly Review, Vol. 2-7, 1843-1848. $3.00 per 
volume. 

Books: Mackay. Dictionary of Lowland Scotch. 
Whittaker, 1888. $1.75. University of Scran- 
ton, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Catholic encyclopedia. N. Y. Appleton, ¢1907- 
1912. (Original edition on heavy paper with 
colored plates.) 15 vols.; vol. 16, index; vol. 
17, sup. Rebound in black cloth. Original 
cost $160, as new, $55.00. Address: Box 491, 


Scranton, Pa. 








